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The Egg That Dressed Up - Free Translation

Dan Pagis

She was an egg that didn’t want to be an egg because she didn’t know not to stand and not to
jump and not to walk and all the time she was rolling and tipped over.

The egg met a ping-pong ball- “we are so much alike”, she said to the ball.

We are both round and white, let’s roll together, but the ball was so proud and shallow.

“I jump and | run and you just roll” He said and took a jump above the shocked egg’s head.

Then the egg met a balloon, “we are so much alike” she said to the balloon.

“The two of us are round. Let’s roll together!”

But the balloon was arrogant and didn’t even want to answer the egg!

He flew up and far away!

The egg kept rolling on her own and thought to herself: “What can | do? What else can | try?
What a strange shape do | have, It’s a complete disaster! Is it possible that in this big wide world |
won’t be able to find a friend?”

Suddenly she had a great Idea: She will get dressed up to something else!

So, at first she got dressed up as a flower, painted her face in red, and add around her some blue
leaves and voila!

“what a strange flower” said a little girl.

”It’s plain and bold with no smell and even more - it doesn’t grow!”

“It’s just an egg” Said to her one boy and both went and left the egg alone.

Then the egg tried to get dressed up as a mushroom.

The egg sat down, a little worried when the other mushrooms looked at her surprised and think-
ing to themselves:

“This new mushroom has something strange about her. She has a hard skin and quite a large
rocking leg...”

And so, the egg understood that for an egg to be a mushroom - is a difficult task.

Not, the egg tried something new, she got dressed up as a water pitcher with stripes and two
handles...

But the cat that happened to walk by thought to himself: “What are you trying to be? Are you a
pitcher? But you can’t hold any milk!”

The egg was sad! What can the egg do...?

Maybe if she can only be a clown — that might be a success.

She put on a long hat with decorations, Put on eye brows, nose and... a smile!

“You are not funny” she was told “we can tell who you are even from afar”

And so, the egg tried other costumes, like: a basket, a watch, an apple and even a simple circle...
But nothing helped!

“You are just an egg that likes to get dressed up” said the mother hen.

“Where were you, my dear egg? I’ve wanted to sit on you for a while now...”

“Mother, | don’t want” said the egg “Let me roll around the world.”

“Maybe at another time said mother-hen, now a. Try to be like the rest” and sat on egg ...
Suddenly the egg felt warmth until one day she felt that something was moving.

“What’s happening to me, mother? I’'m no longer myself”! she squeaked, “I'm no longer an egg.”
“No, you’re not. You are now a beautiful, cute little Chick!”



